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A Market for Babies is a combination of a policy and theoretical paper.  The paper is written “in the context of family law”.  The paper is broken into four major parts: (1) outline of the current system, (2) why the current system should be changed, (3) the major objections to a market for babies, (4) an assessment of the possible baby market.  The stated problem is that couples who desire children are left childless in the current adoption system.  The main working assumptions are that if babies can be sold, fewer contraceptives would be used, and that newborn babies are more valuable than young children.   Prichard hypothesizes that “making-babies” should become a business where those with the least opportunity cost make babies for those who cannot have children.  He suggests that a competitive market would be a good thing, and that rewards for better babies are also necessary.  Prichard concludes that public opinion doesn’t allow for a baby now.  Though, he thinks that society may be in a transition period where a baby market will be less opposed, and we should be ready when the public is.  

Questions to the author:

1.  In the beginning of this article you said that “My primary motivation for writing this essay has been a desire to reconcile my intuitive opposition to such a system”, did writing this paper have an effect on your opposition to the system?

2.  One of the main barriers to creating a market for babies seems to that almost everyone thinks that such a system would devalue life itself.  How could one try to change the public’s perception of such a market to one where the positives outweigh the negatives?

3.  Do you think that richer parents deserve the better babies?  Would richer parents foster children better?  Is there any way that very qualified poor parents could have desirable babies?

